
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:   December 15, 2009     Agenda Item Number:   8 
  

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by VERIZON WIRELESS – PHO POLERIO (PL090355) 
located at 4801 South Lakeshore Drive for one (1) use permit. 

   
DOCUMENT NAME:  20091215dsdp05     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   
COMMENTS:  Request by VERIZON WIRELESS – PHO POLERIO (PL090355) (Carole Parks/Reliant Land 

Services Inc., applicant; Lakeshore Group LLC, property owner) located at 4801 South 
Lakeshore Drive in the PCC-2, Planned Commercial Center General District for: 
 
ZUP09160 Use permit to allow a sixty-five foot (65’) monopole (monopine). 

   
PREPARED BY:  Derek Partridge, Planner I (480-350-8867) 

   
REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 

   
LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 

   
DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  N/A 

   
FISCAL NOTE:  N/A 

   
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval, subject to conditions 

   
ADDITIONAL INFO:   The applicant is requesting a use permit to allow a sixty-five (65’) foot wireless antenna 

(monopine).  The property is located at 4801 South Lakeshore Drive in the PCC-2, Planned 
Commercial Center General District.  To date, one phone call of inquiry has been received. 
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 
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3. Reasons for Approval; Conditions of Approval; History & Facts/Description; Zoning & 

Development Code Reference 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map(s) 
2. Aerial Photo(s) 
3-5. Letter of Intent/Co-Location Study 
6-9. Site plan 
10.   Elevations 
11.  Staff Photograph(s) 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The applicant, Carole Parks, with Reliant Land Services, is requesting a use permit to allow a sixty-five (65’) foot monopine (to top of 
branches) for Verizon Wireless.  The associated ground equipment is proposed inside the adjacent two-story office building.  The 
property is currently a multi-tenant commercial office use.  The monopine is proposed at the southwest corner of the existing two-story 
office building.  
 
Staff has discussed the color and design extensively with the applicant.  The needles will be primarily a light green color, in attempt to 
better match the existing pine trees in the area.  The branches will extend from twenty feet (20’) to sixty-five feet (65’) to allow for a 
compatible design with surrounding trees and to deter individuals from attempting to climb the structure.  The design will also allow for 
future expansion or collocation. 
 
The character of the surrounding area is primarily commercial shopping, commercial office and multi-family apartment/condominium 
complexes.  There are a number of pine trees of varying heights and species in the area.  Due to the location and context of the area in 
terms of landscape and land use, staff is supportive of the proposed height of sixty-five (65’) feet.   
 
The applicant’s co-location survey indicates co-location is not feasible within one-half (½) mile.  The nearby existing wireless sites, 
including a stealth flagpole (45’) and stealth monopine (54’) were not suitable for co-location.  The existing 6-story office building at 
4500 South Rural Road was pursued; the building owner declined roof mounted equipment.  The adjacent shopping center to the west 
of the proposed declined to offer leasing opportunities.  Staff has received one phone call of inquiry regarding this request. 
 
Use Permit  
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for a wireless telecommunications antenna in all allowable zoning districts 
including the PCC-2 Planned Commercial Center General District.  This use permit request meets all applicable tests in the following 
manner: 
 

a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 
 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.  

  
b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that 

of ambient conditions; 
 As the proposal is for a wireless antenna; there should be no nuisances. 

 
c. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or the downgrading of property values which, is in conflict with 

goals, objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment,  or conservation as set forth in the city’s  adopted plans 
or General Plan. 
 There is no evidence that supports a downgrading of surrounding property values. The monopine is a stealth 

design and has not been proven a detriment to the surrounding neighborhood. 
 

d. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses; 
 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding the uses.  

 
e. Adequate control of disruptive behavior both inside and outside the premises, which may create a nuisance to the 

surrounding area or general public. 
 A wireless communication tower should not attract disruptive behaviors; the facility will be fully screened and 

adequately controlled. 
Conclusion 
  
Staff recommends approval of the use permit, subject to the conditions of approval. 
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REASON(S) FOR  
APPROVAL:  1.    No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare. 

2. No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood. 
3. Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive. 
4. The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property. 
5. Approval of the use permit will not be materially detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity, 

to adjacent property, to the neighborhood or the public welfare in general. 
 
 
SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
  

CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL: 1.    Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division. 
 

2. The monopine shall be no greater than 65’-0 (sixty-five feet) in height (to the top of the branches) top of 
panel antennas at 60’-0” (sixty feet). 

 
3. The monopine shall be designed with branches extending from twenty feet (20’) to sixty-five feet (65’) on 

the structure.  
 

4. Any intensification or expansion of use will require a new use permit. 
 

5. Any associated equipment or walls shall be painted to match the existing office building on the property. 
 

6. The wireless device shall be removed within thirty (30) days of discontinuance of use.  
 
 
  
HISTORY & FACTS:  None pertinent to this case. 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Lakeshore Group LLC 
 Applicant – Carole Parks/Reliant Land Services Inc. 
  Existing Zoning – PCC-2, Planned Commercial Center General District 
  Proposed Height – 65’-0” top of branches (total height) 
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 3-202 – Permitted Uses in Commercial and Mixed-Use Districts 

Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunications Facilities  
Part 4, Chapter 4, Section 4-405 – Mechanical Equipment 
Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-308 – Use Permit  
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Purpose of Application 

Section 3-421 of the Tempe Zoning Ordinance permits a new Wireless Telecommunications 
Facility (WTF) in the PCC-2 zoning district, subject to approval of a use permit. 

Verizon Wireless respectfully requests a use permit to allow a new 65-foot high WrF tower 
disguised as a pine tree, also known as a monopine. The WTF is needed in the area to 
enhance network coverage and address capacity limitations for personal, business and 
emergency uses. Propagation maps are included with the submittal packet depicting the gain in 
coverage. Advancing technology requires additional antennas with increased height to alleviate 
performance limitations. To perform adequately the antennas must have a line of sight to the 
next cell location. The existing tall trees in the area (61.5' and 62' tall) require this tower 
(proposed at 65' high) to be high enough to function properly and "see" to the connecting 
network. 

Existing Structures/Feasibility Study 

The search area within a one-half (1/2) mile radius of the proposed location includes both 
residential and commercial properties. Reliant Land Services, Inc. searched the area visually 
and by computer data base utilizing CClsites web based application which provides an 
inventory of all FCC licensed installations. Results of the search and the viability of Verizon 
Wireless to collocate on the existing structures is listed below. 

Existing 45-foot high stealth flagpole at 5125 S. Rural Road.
 
This site is not suitable for collocation.
 

Existing 54-foot high monopine at 5125 S. Rural Road.
 
This site is not suitable for collocation.
 

Existing 6-story office building at 4500 S. Lakeshore Drive.
 
Building owner declined Verizon's request to locate on the roof top.
 

There are no other commercial buildings in the area tall enough to collocate on.
 
Structures in the area are one and two-story buildings.
 

The owner of the shopping center to the west declined to offer leasing opportunities
 
at the center.
 

Insufficient ground space deterred leasing opportunities at most of the commercial
 
properties in the area.
 

The surrounding character of the area is heavily landscaped with a variety of trees, many of 
which are pine trees. Buildings consist of one and two-story office, commercial retail and 
multifamily developments. Verizon Wireless is committed to reducing any visual impact a new 
structure may have on an area. The high density of mature pine trees in the area led to the 
current design of a monopine. The proposed facility blends with the area as depicted in the 
attached photo simulations. The views are from Baseline Road, Lakeshore Drive and the 
adjacent multifamily residential development to the east. 
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Description of Proposal 

The subject property is currently developed with a two-story office building. The attached site 
plan and elevations depict the proposal. Ground space is available on-site to locate a new 65
foot tall steel monopine structure at the southeast rear corner of the building. Verizon's nine 
antennas (three per sector) will be mounted on the tower at 58 feet and extend to a height of 60 
feet. The top of the branches will extend to 65 feet. The antennas will be painted to match the 
needles of the monopine. 

Equipment associated with the WTF will be located inside the building. However, condensing 
units for the air conditioners will be located outside behind a four-foot high screening wall. The 
wall is to be painted and textured to match the building. The coax chase will also be painted to 
match the building. 

Existing landscaping on site will be minimally disturbed. Three existing oleander bushes near 
the monopine will be removed and replaced "in like kind" at the base of the monopine. 

The subject proposal does not impact existing parking spaces on the property. The required 
two-foot clearance between the adjacent parking stalls and the proposed screening wall is 
maintained. 

A sample of the bark and pine branch of the proposed monopine is available for review. The 
manufacturer indicated that the branches could be made with a predominance of the light green 
colored needles, jf preferred. In doing so, the monopine would blend with the coloration of the 
pine trees in the area. 

Use Permit Criteria 

The WTF is unmanned and vehicular traffic is minimal. Technicians visit the site periodically to 
conduct maintenance and repairs. There is no odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or 
glare emitted from the facility. The air conditioning units do not exceed ambient conditions. As 
described above, this proposal has been designed to have the lowest impact on the surrounding 
area, while meeting the technology requirements of the digital age. The capability of wireless 
technology is expanding and requires new antennas to meet customer demand. The monopine 
design is compatible with existing surrounding structures and will not unduly affect the citizens 
in the surrounding area or the general public. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information. Thank you. 
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VERIZON WIRELESS – PHO POLERIO  

4801 SOUTH LAKESHORE DRIVE

PL090355

PROPOSED SITE FOR MONOPINE – VIEW 
TO THE NORTHEAST
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