
 
Staff Summary Report    
 

Hearing Officer Hearing Date:  3/20/12      Agenda Item Number:        

 

 SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by ATC GUADALUPE - CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS  - PHX 

232 (PL110405) located at 735 West Carver Road for: 

  

  DOCUMENT NAME: HOr_ATCGuadalupe_032012    PLANNNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

    

   COMMENTS: Hold a public hearing for a request by ATC GUADALUPE - CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS  - PHX 232 

(PL110405) (Doug Kearney, applicant; City of Tempe, property owner) located at 735 West Carver 

Road in the GID, General Industrial and SWOD, Southwest Overlay Districts for: 

   

  ZUP11108 Use Permit to increase the height of an existing monopole from 85 ft. to 95 ft. 

  

   PREPARED BY:  Sherri Lesser (480-350-8486) 

 

 REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 

 

 LEGAL REVIEW BY: N/A 

 

 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 

 

 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval  

   

 ADDITIONAL INFO: The applicant, ATC Guadalupe-Cricket Communication, is requesting a Use Permit to allow the height 

extension of an existing monopole from 85’ to 95’ to install three (3) antennas, on an existing monopole 

in the GID/SWOD, General Industrial District/Southwest Tempe Overlay District.  The site is located at 

735 West Carver Road.  Staff is recommending approval of the request subject to conditions.  To date 

there has been no public input received by staff. 

 

 

    

 
H

ar
dy

 D
riv

e 

    

Warner Road 
 

 



 
ATC Guadalupe   PL110405 Page 1 

March 20, 2012 Hearing Officer 

  

 

PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 

2. Comments;  Reasons for Approval; Conditions of Approval 

3. History & Facts/Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map(s) 

2. Aerial Photo(s) 

3. Letter of Intent 

4. Cricket Title Page 

5. Site plan & Enlarged Site 

6. Elevation 

7. Photo Simulations 
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COMMENTS:   

 

The applicant, Cricket Communication, is requesting a Use Permit to modify its existing telecommunications facility for a height 

extension from 85’ to 95’ and to install three (3) antennas, one (1) per sector, on an existing monopole in the GID/SWOD, General 

Industrial District/Southwest Tempe Overlay District.  The site is located at 735 West Carver Road.  The new antennas are intended to 

provide Cricket customers with wireless broadband internet service.  Staff recommends approval of the request as submitted with 

conditions.  

 

Use Permit  

 

The Zoning and Development Code requires a Use Permit for a wireless telecommunications antenna in all zoning districts including 

the GID, General Industrial District. This Use Permit request meets all applicable tests in the following manner: 

 

a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 

 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.  

  

b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that of 

ambient conditions;  

 As the proposal is for additional wireless antennas; there should be no nuisances. 

  

c. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses; 

 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding uses.  The proposed antennas will be painted to 

match the existing antennas. 

 

d. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or the downgrading of property values which, is in conflict with goals, 

objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment, or conservation as set forth in the city’s adopted plans or General 

Plan. 

 

 There is no evidence that supports a downgrading of surrounding property values. The tower or monopole exists 

today and has not been proven a detriment to the surrounding neighborhood. 

 

e. Adequate control of disruptive behavior both inside and outside the premises, which may create a nuisance to the 

surrounding area or general public. 

 A wireless communication tower should not attract disruptive behaviors. 

 

Conclusion 

  

Staff recommends approval of the Use Permit subject to the conditions of approval.   

 

REASONS FOR  

APPROVAL: 1.   No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration or glare. 
 

    2.  No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood. 

 

           3.  Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive. 

 

                                               4.  The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property. 

 

SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 

FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 
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CONDITIONS 

OF APPROVAL:  1.    Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division of the Development Services 

Department. 

 

2. Any intensification or expansion of use, including co-location of additional antennas, will require a new 

Use Permit. 

 

3. The proposed antennas shall match in color the existing antennas on the site. 

 

4. Antenna and rad center appurtenance may not extend higher than 98’ maximum. 

 

5. The wireless device shall be removed within 30 days of discontinuance of use. 

HISTORY & FACTS:   

 

October 5, 1994 BA940242: - Use Permit approved One Comm. Corporation to allow a 76’ high monopole tower for a  

      mobile radio facility. 

    - Variance approved to reduce the required side yard setback along the east property line  

      adjacent to Southern Pacific Railroad from 76’ to 0’. 

 

April 7, 1999 BA990067: - Use Permit approved City of Tempe / Air Touch Cellular to allow the addition of a 12  

  antenna array at the 50’ level of an existing 85’ monopole.  No new pole was proposed.  

  Additionally, a new 10’x18’ equipment shelter was approved to be installed within the    

  existing fenced in area. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Owner – City of Tempe 

 Applicant – Corey Alvin/Sprint Nextel 

  Existing Zoning – GID, General Industrial District 

  Tower Height – 95 ft. 

  Proposed Height of Antenna Array – 98’ 

   

 

ZONING AND 

DEVELOPMENT 

CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Section 3-302 – Permitted Uses in Office/Industrial Districts. 

  

 Part 3, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunications Facilities. 

  

 Part 6, Section 6-308 – Use Permit. 
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