
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:  April 1, 2008                      Agenda Item Number:    4    
 
 SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by TWIN PALMS HOTEL – SPRINT NEXTEL (PL080074) located 

at 225 East Apache Boulevard for one (1) use permit. 
  

  DOCUMENT NAME: 2008040108dssd01     PLANNNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
    
   SUPPORTING DOCS: Yes 
 

 COMMENTS: Hold a public hearing for a request by TWIN PALMS HOTEL – SPRINT NEXTEL (PL080074) (Brandon 
Brown/Reliant Land Services, applicant; Mijon III LLC, property owner) located at 225 East Apache 
Boulevard in the R/O, Residential/Office District for: 

 
 ZUP08032 Use permit to allow additional antennas on an existing array. 

 
   PREPARED BY:  Shawn Daffara, Planner II (480-858-2284) 
 
 REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Senior Planner (480-350-8359) 
  
 LEGAL REVIEW BY: N/A 
 
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval, subject to Conditions 1-5 
   
 ADDITIONAL INFO: The applicant, Sprint Nextel is seeking a use permit to allow additional antennas on an existing array.  

The project is located 225 East Apache Boulevard in the R/O, Residential/Office District.  The proposed 
antennas will be mounted on the existing array located on the roof of the elevator penthouse atop the 
eight (8) story Twin Palms Hotel.  The antenna array and its associated equipment will be painted to 
match the building.  Staff supports the request as submitted, with conditions. To date, staff has not 
received any public input. 
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PAGES : 1 List of Attachments 
2. Comments/Reasons for Approval  
3. Conditions of Approval; History & Facts 
4. Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map(s) 

2.        Aerial Photo 
3-5.        Letter of Intent 
6-7 Site Plan 
8. Elevation(s) 
9-10 Applicant Photograph(s) 

   11. Staff Photographs 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The applicant, Sprint Nextel is seeking a use permit to allow additional antennas on the existing array.  The project is located at 225 
East Apache Blvd in the R/O, Residential/Office District near the southwest corner of Apache Boulevard and College Avenue. 
 
The proposed antennas will be mounted to the existing array which is located on the roof of the elevator penthouse atop the eight (8) 
story Twin Palms Hotel.  The associated equipment will be located inside the existing equipment shelter which is inside the elevator 
penthouse; no equipment will be visible on the roof.  
 
The Twin Palms hotel has a history of allowing different types of communication equipment mounted to the roof as well as to the sides 
of the building.  Based on the location of the proposed antennas on the existing array, they should not detract from the overall 
appearance of the hotel.   
 
In that the applicant is utilizing existing verticality, therefore no co-location survey was required for the proposal.  The project will not 
impact parking for the property except for once a month maintenance visits by a technician. Staff supports the request as submitted. 
  
To date, staff has received no public input regarding this request. 
 
 
Use Permit 
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for a wireless telecommunications antenna in all allowable zoning districts 
including the R/O, Residence Office District.  This use permit request meets all applicable tests in the following manner: 

 
a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 

 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.   
b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level 

exceeding that of ambient conditions;  
 As the proposal is for a wireless antenna; there should be no nuisances.  

c. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses;  
 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding the uses.  

 
Conclusion  
 
Staff recommends approval of the request of the use permit with conditions.   
 
 
REASON(S) FOR  
APPROVAL:                             1. No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare. 
 

2. No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood. 
 
3. Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive. 

 
4. The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property. 

 
5. Approval of the use permit will not be materially detrimental to persons residing or working in the 

vicinity, to adjacent property, to the neighborhood or the public welfare in general. 
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SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
 
CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL:                       1.    Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division. 
 
 2. Any intensification or expansion of use, including co-location of additional antennas, will require a 

new use permit. 
 

3. The wireless device shall be removed within 30 days of discontinuance of use. 
 
4. The new antennas shall be painted to match the existing antennas and elevator penthouse. 

 
5. Sprint Nextel shall tag all of its equipment associated with this application with identification and     

contact information. 
  

 
HISTORY & FACTS:   
 
 
August 25, 1994: BA940202- Use Permit approved for MCKENZIE COMMUNICATIONS to allow a 97’ high whip antenna 

located on top of the building and a Variance to reduce the required rear yard setback to build the whip 
antenna from the south property line from 97’ to 30’. 

 
December 18, 1995 BA950271- Use Permit approved for AT & T to allow an 85.5’ high cellular communication antenna to be 

located on the roof and a Variance to reduce the required rear (south) side yard setback from 85.5’ to 20’ 
to allow the roof mounted communication antennas. 

 
February 17, 1999 BA990016- Variance approved for PAGE NET to partially waive the mechanical equipment screening 

wall/parapet for a roof mounted communications antenna. Antennas will consist of two (2) whip antennas 
and one (1) 1.2 meter satellite dish. 

 
August 4, 1999 BA990169- Variance approved for VOICESTREAM to waive the required mechanical equipment 

screening for a roof mounted communication antenna consisting of two (2) microwave dishes and one (1) 
omni whip antenna. 

 
February 21, 2001 BA010014- Use Permit for CRICKET COMMUNICATIONS to allow three (3) communication antenna 

arrays at the 50’ level on the east and north elevations. 
 
December 5, 2006 PL060579- Use Permit approved for T-MOBILE to allow the addition of roof top antennas. 
 
December 27, 2006 PL060710- Use Permit approved for RENAISSANCE NETWORKS to allow two (2) dishes on the roof top 

of Twin Palms Hotel. 
 
December 12, 2007 PL070492- Development Plan Review approved a Building Modification for VERIZON WIRELESS to 

remove and replace wireless antennas on the side of Twin Palms Hotel. 
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DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Twin Palms Hotel 
 Applicant – Brandon Brown / Reliant Land Services 
  Existing zoning – R/O, Residential/Office District 
  Building Height to parapet – 109’-6”  
 Proposed center of antenna height– 98.0’  
 
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Section 3-202 – Permitted Uses in Commercial and Mixed-Use Districts 

 Part 3, Section 3-421 - Wireless Telecommunications Facilities  
 Part 6, Section 6-308 Use Permit. 
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housed inside the existing shelter. Underground power and telephone service will be run 
from available connections to the equipment. 

Conclusion 
It is the goal of Sprint to work in cooperation with the City of Tempe in the development 
and enhancement of their wireless network. By upgrading existing antennas, this site will 
give Sprint customers access to the recent improvements in the network. 

Submitted by: 
Brandon Brown 
Site Development Specialist 
Reliant Land Services 
Representing Sprint 
3234 South Fair Lane 
Tempe, AZ 85282 
(602) 369-9038 mobile 
(480) 452-1430 fax 
brandonbrown22@gmail.com 
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ATTACHMENT 10



SPRINT NEXTEL

225 E APACHE BLVD

PL080074

FRONT OF TWIN PALMS HOTEL, EXISTING 
ARRAY ON ROOF.

ATTACHMENT 11
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