
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:   March 16, 2010      Agenda Item Number:   3   
  

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by MOTOROLA located at 1342 East University Drive for 
one (1) use permit. 

   
DOCUMENT NAME:  20100316dsng02     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   
COMMENTS:  Request by MOTOROLA – TEMPE FIRE TRAINING SITE (PL100038) (Larry Zak/Patriot 

Towers, applicant; City of Tempe, property owner) located at 1342 East University Drive in the 
GID, General Industrial District and Rio Salado Overlay District for: 
 
ZUP10017   Use permit to allow the addition of seven (7) antennas to an existing one hundred 

fifty foot (150 ft) high tower. 
   

PREPARED BY:  Nick Graves, Planning Intern (480-350-8690) 
   

REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
   

LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

FISCAL NOTE:  N/A 
   

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval, subject to conditions 
   

ADDITIONAL INFO:   The applicant is seeking approval of a use permit to allow the addition of seven (7) 
antennas to an existing one hundred fifty foot (150 ft) high tower. The project is located at 
1342 East University Drive in the GID/RSOD, General Industrial District/Rio Salado Overlay 
District. The existing tower is located inside the Tempe Fire Training Center. The property is 
situated north of University Drive and east of Dorsey Lane. Staff recommends approval of 
the proposal as submitted, with conditions. To date, staff has received no public input 
regarding this request.  
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 

2. Comments;  Reasons for Approval 
3. Conditions of Approval; History & Facts 
4. Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map 

2. Aerial Photo 
3-4. Letter of Intent 

  5.    Title Sheet 
6. Site Overview 
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9. Proposed Elevation 
10. Staff Photograph 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The applicant, Patriot Towers, Inc. is seeking approval of a use permit to allow the addition of seven (7) antennas to an existing one 
hundred fifty foot (150 ft) high tower. The project is located at 1342 East University Drive in the GID/RSOD, General Industrial 
District/Rio Salado Overlay District. The existing tower is located inside the Tempe Fire Training Center. The proposed antennas are 
required for an upgrade to the Public Safety Communications system that will be used by the City of Phoenix and the City of Chandler 
public safety personnel. The City of Phoenix will be co-locating two (2) new 14’-5” omni antennas at the height of one hundred fifty feet 
(150 ft) and three (3) new 5’ antennas at the height of one hundred sixteen feet (116 ft). The City of Chandler will be co-locating one (1) 
new 14’-5” omni antenna at the height of one hundred fifty feet (150 ft) and one (1) new 5’ antenna at the height of one hundred sixteen 
feet (116 ft). The property is situated north of University Drive and east of Dorsey Lane. Staff recommends approval of the proposal as 
submitted, with conditions. To date, staff has received no public interest regarding this request.   
 
 
Use Permit 
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for wireless telecommunication antennas in all zoning districts including the 
GID, General Industrial District. This use permit request meets all applicable tests in the following manner:  
 
 a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas;  

 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.  
 
 b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that of 

ambient conditions;  
 As the proposal is for wireless antennas; there should be no nuisances.  

 
 c. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses;  

 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding the uses.  
 

d. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or the downgrading of property values which, is in conflict with goals, 
objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment,  or conservation as set forth in the city’s  adopted plans or General 
Plan. 

 There is no evidence that supports a downgrading of surrounding property values. The monopole exists today 
and has not been proven a detriment to the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
e. Adequate control of disruptive behavior both inside and outside the premises, which may create a nuisance to the 

surrounding area or general public. 
 A wireless communication tower should not attract disruptive behaviors; the facility will be fully screened and 

adequately controlled. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Staff recommends approval of the use permit, subject to the conditions of approval. 
 
 
REASONS FOR  
APPROVAL: 1. No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare.  

2. No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood.  
3. Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive.  
4. The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property.  
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SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
 
CONDITIONS 
OF APPROVAL: 1. Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division. 
 

2. Any intensification or expansion of use, including co-location of additional antennas, will require a new use 
permit.  

 
3. The wireless devices shall be removed within 30 days of discontinuance of use. 
 
4. A weather proof emergency contact informational sign shall be posted on the site and shall be visible to 

the public. 
 

5. The use permit is valid for the plans as approved by the Hearing Officer. 
 

6. The proposed antennas shall match the existing antennas atop Bell Butte.  
  
 
HISTORY & FACTS:   
 
November 23, 1992 BA920158 – The Board of Adjustment approved requests for US West/APS located at 1600 E University Dr 

for the following: 
a. Use permit to allow a 100’ high antenna w/ attached parabolic dishes and directional antennas,  
b. Variance for antenna’s equipment building to be of metal construction instead of reinforced 

concrete or masonry construction,  
c. Variance to waive the required paving of all parking maneuvering and access drives that will 

serve the communication tower site, 
d. Variance to waive the required parking lot landscape islands and landscaping on both sides of 

the two adjacent parking spaces. 
 
April 7, 1998 BA980046 – The Hearing Officer approved a request for Western Wireless located at 1500 E University Dr 

for the following: 
a. Use permit to allow the co-location of a cellular phone antenna on an existing APS tower, 
b. Variance to waive the required mechanical equipment screening for ground mounted 

equipment, 
c. Variance to waive the required one off street parking space. 

 
November 21, 1999 BA990219 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request by Voice Stream/Wireless located at 1500 

E University Dr to allow the co-location of a new telecommunication antenna as part of the existing APS 
power pole installation with a total combined height of 115’-5½“. 

 
March 6, 2001 BA010034 – The Hearing Officer approved the request by Cricket Communications located at 1500 E 

University Dr to allow two (2) new communication devices, one parabolic dish at 77’-6” and one antenna 
array at 60’ on an existing 100’ lattice tower on the APS Substation site. 

 
November 6, 2001  BA010265 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request by APS Ocotillo Plant – Cricket/PHX 

168E (COW) located at 1500 E University Dr to allow a 60’ personal wireless communication antenna (cow) 
for a period of approximately 90 days. 
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November 6, 2001 BA010267 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request by APS Ocotillo Plant – Cricket/PHX 

168E (Permanent site) located at 1500 E University Dr to allow a 62’-8” personal wireless communication 
antenna (in conjunction with a new power transmission pole). 

 
April 20, 2004 BA040052 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request for Ocotillo Power Plant located at 1500 E 

University Dr to allow antennas on an existing APS lattice tower. 
 
August 21, 2007 PL070337 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request for Tempe Fire Training Center – Motorola 

located at 1340 E University Dr to allow a wireless antenna tower not to exceed a height of 150’. 
 
March 2, 2010 PL090491 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request for Clearwire – AZ – PHX0509B – APS 

Butte located at 1406 E University Dr to allow the expansion of an existing monopole including an increase 
in the overall height from 63’-7” to 70’-11” and the addition of 1 antenna array with microwave dishes and 
radio transmitters. 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: Owner – City of Tempe 
 Applicant – Larry Zak/Patriot Towers 
 Existing Zoning – GID, General Industrial District 
 Overall Tower Height – 150’  
   Antenna Height Info – City of Phoenix: 2 new 14’-5” omni antennas at 150’  
 3 new 5’ antennas at 116’ 
 City of Chandler: 1 new 14’-5” omni antenna at 150’ 
  1 new 5’ antenna at 116’ 
 
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Section 3-302 – Permitted Uses in Office/Industrial Districts  

Part 3, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunication Facilities  
 Part 6, Section 6-308 – Use Permit. 
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1l~\I.IUOT
 
TOWER 

February 10,2010 

City of Tempe Planning Department 
31 East 5th Street 
Tempe, AZ 85280 

Re: Letter of Explanation for Proposed City of Tempe Communication site Tempe Fire Training 
Center. Collocation of new antennas. 

City of Tempe Planner, 

The City of Phoenix is decommissioning their antennas from the Hayden Butte location 
(A Mountain) and relocating them on Tempe Fire Training. Also, the City of Chandler is joining 
the City of Phoenix Public Safety System and locating antennas on the existing tower at Tempe 
Fire Training Center. 

Tempe Fire Training Center - 1342 E. University Dr. 

City of Phoenix will be collocating on this existing 150' Self Support Tower with 3 new omni 
antennas at the elevations of 150' and 2 new omni antennas at the elevation of 116' . 

City of Chandler will be collocating on this existing 150' Self Support Tower with 1 new omni 
antenna at the elevation of 150' and 1 new omni antenna at the elevation of 116'. 

If you have any questions concerning this project please contact me at any time. 

Larry Zak 
Project Manager 
Patriot Towers, Inc. 
Office: (480) 421-0234 
Mobile: (602) 653-6458 
lzak@patriot-tower.com 

9319 N 94th Way, Suite 500, Scottsdale, Arizona 85258 - (480) 421-0234 
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EXPLANATION OF USE PERMIT REQUEST
 
SRP - KYRENE GENERATING STATION EXISTING LAmCE TOWER
 

202 E. ELLIOT ROAD
 
TEMPE, ARIZONA
 

a.	 Will the use cause any significant vehicular or pedestrian traffic in 
adjacent areas? 

The proposed use, when fully developed, wi/I create one to two trips per month. 

b.	 Will the use contribute to any nuisance from odor, dust, gas, noise, 
vibration, smoke, heat or glare exceeding that of ambient conditions? 

The proposed use will not generate any odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, heat or glare 
which would exceed the ambient conditions. 

c.	 Will the use contribute to the deterioration of the neighborhood or be 
in conflict with the goals, objectives and policies of the City? 

The proposed use will place the new array on the existing 130'lattice tower and not 
require any new verticality. The base station equipment will be located in an existing 
equipment compound. Using the existing lattice tower and equipment compound is in 
line with the city's goals, objectives andpolicies. 

d.	 Will the use be compatible with existing surrounding structures? 

The proposed use will be compatible with the exiting surroundings. The current zoning 
is heavy industrial and there are many uses on the property including a pole yard, 
service center, receiving station and generating station. 

e. Will the use result in any disruptive behavior which may create a 
nuisance to the surrounding area or general public? 

Due to the nature ofthe existing use and the proposed addition of the Clearwire base 
station equipment and array, the installation wi/I not result in any disruptive behavior 
which may create a nuisance to the surrounding area or general public. 

ATTACHMENT 4
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MOTOROLA – TEMPE FIRE TRAINING 
SITE

1342 EAST UNIVERSITY DRIVE

PL100038

EXISTING TOWER – VIEW TO EAST
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