
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:   November 17, 2009     Agenda Item Number:   2   
  

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by CLEARWIRE – AZ – PHX142C (PL090284) located at 
731 East Hermosa Drive for one (1) use permit. 

   
DOCUMENT NAME:  20091117dsdp01     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   
COMMENTS:  Request by CLEARWIRE – AZ-PHX142C (PL090284) (Rulon Anderson/Clearwire, applicant; 

Crown Castle International, property owner) located at 731 East Hermosa Drive in the R/O, 
Residential/Office District for: 
 
ZUP09144 Use permit to allow an increase and expansion of an existing monopole from 

eighty feet (80’) to eight-three feet (83’) in height. 
   

PREPARED BY:  Derek Partridge, Planner I (480-350-8867) 
   

REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
   

LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

FISCAL NOTE:  N/A 
   

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval, subject to conditions 
   

ADDITIONAL INFO:   The applicant is requesting a use permit to allow an increase and expansion of an existing 
monopole from eighty feet (80’) to eighty-three feet (83’) in height.  The monopole is located 
at 731 East Hermosa Drive in the R/O, Residential/Office District. Proposed antennae and 
microwave dishes will be mounted at the top of the eighty foot (80’) monopole above 
existing antennae. Measured to the top of these proposed additional antennae will be 
eighty-three feet (83’). The associated equipment will be located inside the existing block 
wall compound. To date, no public input has been received. Staff recommends approval of 
the proposal as submitted, with conditions. 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The applicant is requesting a use permit to allow an increase and expansion of an existing monopole from eighty feet (80’) to eighty-
three feet (83’) in height.  The monopole is located at 731 East Hermosa Drive in the R/O, Residential/Office District. Proposed 
antennae and microwave dishes will be mounted at the top of the eighty foot (80’) monopole to an existing mount above existing 
antennae. Measured to the top of these proposed additional antennae will be eighty-three feet (83’). The proposal consists of three (3), 
sectors with one (1) antenna and one (1) microwave dish per sector. The associated equipment will be located inside the existing block 
wall compound.  
 
To date, no public input has been received. Staff recommends approval of the proposal as submitted, with conditions. 
 
 
Use Permit 
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for a wireless telecommunications antenna in all allowable zoning districts 
including the R/O, Residential/Office District.  This use permit request meets all applicable tests in the following manner: 

 
Evaluating the use permit, the proposal appears to pass the use permit test listed below: 

 
a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 

 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.   
 
b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level 

exceeding that of ambient conditions;  
 As the proposal is for a wireless antenna; there should be no nuisances.  

 
c.  Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or to the downgrading of property values which is in 

conflict with the goals, objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment or conservation as set forth in 
the City’s adopted plans, or General Plan;   
 The proposed use should not contribute to neighborhood deterioration or downgrade property values; 

 
a. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses;  

 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding the uses.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Staff recommends approval of the use permit, subject to conditions. 
 
 
REASONS FOR  
APPROVAL:  1. No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare.  

2. No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood.  
3. Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive.  
4. The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property.  
5. Approval of the use permit will not be materially detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity, 

to adjacent property, to the neighborhood or the public welfare in general.  
 
  
 



 
CLEAR WIRE AZ PHX142C    PL090284 Page 3 
 November 17, 2009 Hearing Officer 

 
SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
  
CONDITIONS 
OF APPROVAL:  1.     Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division. 
 
 2. Any intensification or expansion of use, including co-location of additional antennae, will require a 

new use permit. 
 

3. The wireless devices shall be removed within 30 days of discontinuance of use. 
 

4. The antennae shall be painted to match the existing monopole. 
  
 
HISTORY & FACTS:   
 
June 22, 1994  BA940156 – The Board of Adjustment approved the request by Metro-Mobile, Cts. Phoenix, Dba Bell 

Atlantic Mobile Center for the following: 
 
 Use permit to allow the installation of a 55' high cellular monopole; 
 Variance to reduce the required setback for the monopole from the south property line from 55' 

to 28.5'; 
 Variance to reduce the required setback for the monopole from the west property line from 55' 

to 43' 
 
October 23, 1996  BA960262 – The Board of Adjustment approved the request by AT&T Wireless for the following: 

 
 Use permit to allow the addition of 24’ of height to an existing 55’ high (allowed) cellular 

monopole assembly for a total of 79’ in overall height; 
 Variance to reduce the required setback for the monopole from the south property line from 79’ 

to 19’ (previous variance 55’ to 19’); 
 Variance to reduce the required west property line setback from 79’ to 45’. 

 
December 5, 2000  BA000328 – The Hearing Officer approved the request by Cricket/Superstition & Rural for the following: 

 
 Use permit to extend the height of an existing communication tower from approximately 66’ to 

79’ to allow a new antenna array; 
 Variance to reduce the required west side yard setback for the pole from 79’ to 45’; 
 Variance to reduce the required south side yard setback for the pole from 79’ to 29’. 

 
April 27, 2001  BA010093 – The Hearing Officer approved a variance request by Cricket/Superstition & Rural to reduce 

the required south side yard setback from 79’ to 18’ for a new 79’ communication tower. 
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November 20, 2001  BA010282 – The Hearing Officer approved the request by XM Satellite Radio for the following: 
 

 Variance to reduce the required setback for an 80’ high monopole from 80’ to 43’ from the west 
property line; 

 Variance to reduce the required setback for an 80’ high monopole from 80’ to 20’ from the 
north property line; 

 
 Variance to reduce the required setback for an 80’ high monopole from 80’ to 33’ from the east 

property line. 
 
February 26, 2003 BA030012 – The Board of Adjustment denied the request by T-Mobile (formerly Voicestream Wireless) 

for the following: 
 
 Use permit to increase the height of a wireless communication antenna from 80’ to 90’; 
 Variance to reduce the required setback from the west property line from 90’ to 45’; 
 Variance to reduce the required setback from the south property line from 90’ to 19’. 

 
September 7, 2004  BA040156 – The Hearing Officer approved the request by A.T. & T. Wireless – Arizona Transport 

Optimization Project for a use permit to allow the co-location of one additional 12 inch 
diameter microwave dish antenna on an existing antenna array. 

 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Crown Castle International 
 Applicant – Rulon Anderson / Clear Wire 
  Existing Zoning – R/O, Residential/Office District 
 Existing Monopole Height – 80’  
 Proposed Antenna Height – 83’  
 
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Section 3-202 – Permitted Uses in Commercial and Mixed-Use Districts 

 Part 3, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunication Facilities  
 Part 6, Section 6-308 – Use Permit 
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Project Submittal Narrative 
For Administrative Review Request 

Crown Superstition and Rural
 
731 E. Hermosa Dr
 
Tempe, AZ. 85282
 

Wireless Communication Facility
 
Additional Equipment on Existing Monopole
 

AZ-PHX142c 

Submitted To:
 
City Of Tempe
 

Development Services
 
31 East 5th Street
 

Tempe, AZ. 85281
 

Submitted By:
 
Rulon Anderson
 

Clear Wire
 

23 September 2009 
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Project Information: 

Crown Superstition and Rural 
731 E. Hennosa Dr 
Tempe, AZ. 85282 

APN: 133-41-645 

Proposed Use: 
This application is for an additional array consisting of 3 antennas and 3 microwave 
dishes for wireless communication on an existing steel pole facility, owned by Crown 
Castle, Inc. The related ground equipment will be located inside the existing block wall 
compound. 

Current zoning: R-O 
Zoning to North: R-O 
Zoning to East: R-O 
Zoning to South: R-O 
Zoning to West: R-O 

Narrative: 
The proposed site is necessary to distribute wireless internet service to the homes and 
businesses in the area. 

The site will require one technician on a once per month visit after construction for 
maintenance. The proposed project will not utilize connection to any water system, refuse 
collection, or sewer system. 

This development will not affect any vehicular or pedestrian patterns. The 
communication site does not emit any odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or 
glare. The RF emissions from this site are well within FCC guidelines for a wireless 
communication site. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~?:~
 
Rulon Anderson 
Clear Wire 
AZ-PHX142C 
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