
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:   April 20, 2010      Agenda Item Number:   4  
  

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by CITY OF TEMPE – WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
located at 6600 South Price Road for one (1) variance. 

   
DOCUMENT NAME:  20100420dssl01     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   
COMMENTS:  Request by the CITY OF TEMPE – WATER TREATMENT PLANT (PL100023) (Phil 

Brown/City of Tempe Engineering Department, applicant; City of Tempe, property owner) 
located at 6600 South Price Road in the AG, Agricultural District for: 
 
VAR10004 Variance to increase the maximum building height from thirty feet (30 ft) to sixty 

feet (60 ft) for a carbon silo. 
   

PREPARED BY:  Sherri Lesser, Senior Planner (480-350-8486) 
   

REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
   

LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

FISCAL NOTE:  N/A 
   

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval, subject to conditions 
   

ADDITIONAL INFO:  The City of Tempe Water Treatment plant is requesting a variance to increase the 
maximum building height for a carbon system tank from thirty (30) feet to sixty feet (60).  
The South Tempe Water treatment site is a unique industrial use, located at the northwest 
corner of the Western Canal (south of Guadalupe Rd) and Price Road Frontage.  It abuts a 
single family subdivision to the northwest.  The carbon system tank will be located away 
from the residences near the Price road frontage.   Staff recommends approval of the height 
variance based on special circumstances unique to this property and use. To date, no input 
from the public has been received.   
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3. Conditions of Approval; History & Facts/Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map(s) 

2. Aerial Photo(s) 
3. Project Cover Sheet 
4. Site plan 
5. Tank elevation 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The City of Tempe Water Treatment plant is requesting a variance to increase the maximum building height for a carbon system tank 
from thirty (30) feet to sixty feet (60).  The South Tempe Water treatment site is a unique industrial use, located at the northwest corner 
of the Western Canal (south of Guadalupe Rd) and Price Road Frontage.  It abuts a single family subdivision to the northwest.  The 
carbon system tank will be located away from the residences near the Price road frontage.   
 
Public Input 
 To date, no input from the public has been received.   
 
Variance 
The Zoning and Development Code allows the maximum building height for structures, in the AG, Agricultural District, to be thirty feet 
(30) in height.  The proposed carbon silo is sixty (60) feet in height.  Staff supports an increase in height variance for this property.  This 
site is used by the City of Tempe Water treatment facility; the underlying zoning district for the property is Single Family, AG- 
Agricultural District.  The standards for the AG District are for larger single family residences with similar height limitations of other 
single family districts.  The development standards of this district are not intended to accommodate public use facilities infrastructure.  
The Zoning and Development Code does not have a zoning category and development standard designated for public buildings; so 
necessary deviations from the underlying zoning development standards must be remedied through the variance process. 
 
Per the Zoning and Development Code a variance shall not be authorized unless the decision-making body finds upon sufficient 
evidence of the following: 
 
  Those special circumstances are applicable to the property, including its size, shape, topography, location, or surroundings;  
 

• This property is in a semi-secluded area between the neighborhood to the northwest, north of the canal and west of the Price 
Road Frontage.  

 
The strict application of this Code will deprive such property of privileges enjoyed by other property of the same classification in the 
same zoning district;  

 
• This public use does not conform to the standard for typical single family use for which the standards are designed.  

 
The adjustment authorized shall not constitute a grant of special privileges inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in 
the vicinity and zone in which such property is located;  

 
• The variance is for a unique purpose specific to public infrastructure.  
 
A variance may not be granted if the special circumstances applicable to the property are self-imposed by the property owner. 

 
• Not applicable. 

 
Conclusion 
  
Staff recommends approval of the height variance 
 
REASON(S) FOR  
APPROVAL:   1.  Special circumstances or conditions applying to the land, building or use exist. 

2.  The authorizing of the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of substantial 
property rights. 

3.  Authorization of the variance(s) will not be materially detrimental to persons residing or working 
   in the vicinity, to adjacent property, to the neighborhood or to the public welfare in general 
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SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
  

CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL: 1. Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety division  
 
  
HISTORY & FACTS: February 26, 2002.   The Hearing Officer approved a Use permit request for an 85' tall monopole for 

microwave communications located at Tempe Water Treatment Plant 6600 South Price Road in the AG, 
Agricultural District. 

 
 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – City of Tempe 
 Applicant – Phil Brown/City of Tempe Engineering Department 
  Existing Zoning – AG, Agricultural District 
   
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE:  Citations of Code Requiring Residential Setbacks & Variance(s): 

 Zoning & Development Code: 
 Part 4, Chapter 2, Section 4-202. 
 Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-309 
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