
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:   June 2, 2009      Agenda Item Number:   10  
  

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by the BARMORE RESIDENCE (PL090177) located at 
2941 South Fairway Drive for one (1) use permit and one (1) variance. 

   
DOCUMENT NAME:  20090602dssl02     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   
COMMENTS:  Hold a public hearing for the BARMORE RESIDENCE (PL090177) (Richard Barmore, 

applicant/property owner) located at 2941 South Fairway Drive in the R1-6, Single Family 
Residential District for: 
 
ZUP09079 Use permit to allow a detached accessory building (garage). 
VAR09004 Variance to reduce the northeast side yard setback from five (5) feet to three (3) 

feet.  WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT 
   

PREPARED BY:  Sherri Lesser, Senior Planner (480-350-8486) 
   

REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
   

LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  N/A 
   

FISCAL NOTE:  N/A 
   

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval, subject to conditions 
   

ADDITIONAL INFO:   The Barmore Residence is requesting a use permit to construct a freestanding accessory 
building in their rear yard.  They originally proposed to locate the structure three (3) feet 
from the property line.  They have redesigned their plans to eliminate the variance and are 
only seeking the use permit.   Staff is recommending approval of their use permit with the 
finding that their request meets the criteria for approval of a use permit.   To date, staff 
received one call in opposition to this request.  
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 
2. Comments;  Reasons for Approval; Conditions of Approval; 
3.  History & Facts/Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map(s) 

2. Aerial Photo(s) 
3. Letter of Intent 
4. Site plan 
5. Partial site plan 
6. Elevations 
7. Floor Plan 
8. Neighborhood Meeting Summary 
9-10. Neighborhood Meeting Attendance 
11-12. Staff Photographs 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The Barmore Residence is proposing to construct a freestanding building (garage) on the north east side of their property. The 
proposed structure is 522 s.f. in area and eleven feet (11’) in height. The structure is designed with wood siding and a pitched roof to 
complement the house. The structure will have minor electrical and no plumbing fixtures. The proposed accessory building has been 
relocated on the plan to five (5) feet from northeast side yard property line and twelve feet (12) feet from the south rear property line 
(which may be measured from the midpoint of the alley). Staff recommends approval of the use permit as the structure meets the 
conditions set forth in the Zoning and Development Code for accessory buildings.  The applicant held a neighbor meeting on May 16, 
2009 and has provided a summary of the meeting. To date, staff has received one phone call in opposition to this request.   
 
 
Use Permit  
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for an accessory structure in the Single-Family, R1-6 zoning district. 
Evaluating the use permit, the proposal appears to pass the use permit test listed below: 
a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 

• There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas. 
b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that of 
ambient conditions; 

• This use, with conditions, should not create nuisances within the residential area. 
c. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or to the downgrading of property values which is in conflict with the 
goals, objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment or conservation as set forth in the City’s adopted plans, or 
General Plan; 

• The proposed accessory building would not contribute to neighborhood deterioration or downgrade property values. 
d. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses; 

• The proposed accessory building use appears to be compatible with surrounding uses. The requested use permit will 
not be detrimental to the surrounding area. 

 
Conclusion 
  
Staff recommends approval of the use permit.  

 
 
REASON(S) FOR  
APPROVAL:  1.     No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare. 
 

2.  The use appears to be compatible with the site and adjacent properties. 
 
3.  There appears to be a demonstrated need for this accessory building. 

  
 
 
SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
  

CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL: 1. Provide an updated site plan depicting five (5) foot minimum setback for the file. 
 
 2. Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety division.  
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HISTORY & FACTS:  None pertinent to this case.  
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Richard Barmore 
 Applicant – Richard Barmore 
  Existing Zoning – R1-6, Single Family Residential District 
  Lot Size- 19605 s.f. 
  Proposed Accessory Building- 522 s.f.  
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE:  Part 3, Chapter 1, Section 3-102 – Permitted Uses in Residential Districts 

Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 3-401 – Accessory Buildings, Uses and Structures 
  Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-308 – Use Permit 
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Richard and Charlotte Barmore 
2941 S. Fairway Drive 
Tempe, Az.85282 

Subject: Variance Request - Letter ofExplanation May, 7th 2009 

Development Services - Hearing Officer 

The variance requested involves the construction a Storage/Garage to be located in our 
back yard. The building will be parallel with the block fence on the north side and with 
access from the alley on the east end. The building size is 14'- 6" wide and 36'- 0" long. 
We are requesting the building be located 3'- 0" from the existing common fence that 
separates our lot from our neighbors lot. The additional 2'- 0" will provide us with a 
building that is more functional with an interior width of 13'- 6" instead of 11'- 6". 

We are restricted along the south side by 3 mature citrus trees. The additional 2'- 0" gives 
us breathing room between the building and tree branches. We also will be trenching 
along the south side for the relocation of the Natural Gas line and Phone line. The Gas 
Line in its current location would be under the new buildings foundation which is not 
allowed. 

Your approval of this variance request will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Richard Barmore 
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LOT 88 
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Richard &Charlotte Barmore May 21,2009 
2941 S. Fairway Drive 
Tempe, AZ 85282 

Subject: Neighborhood Meeting Summary 
Barmore Residence- Case # PL090177 

Attention: Sherri Lesser - Development Services Dept. 

The meeting started at 8AM on Saturday, May 16th
, 2009 and ended at 10:20AM. We 

provided drawings, explained our variance request and explained how we would use the 
building. Sixteen neighbors attended the meeting. Fourteen responded positively and 
initialed or signed supporting our plan. Two had neither a positive or negative response. 
One concern that came up during the meeting was "How often would we be accessing the 
building with a vehicle from the alley?" They were concerned about the dust levels if we 
would be moving a vehicle in and out of the building on a regular basis. We explained to 
them a car would be stored in the building approximately half of the year. The other half 
of the year there would be a Ping Pong Table in that location. Therefore, in conclusion, 
the movement of a vehicle in and out of the building would only occur a couple of times 
a year. 
Two attachments are provided: 

Attachment # 1 - The list of names provided by the City of Tempe with the neighbors 
initialing by their names the approval ofour plans. 

Attachment # 2 - Three neighbors who saw our sign in the front yard and also approved 
of our plans. 

Sincerely,
 
Richard & Charlotte Barmore
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BARMORE RESIDENCE

2941 SOUTH FAIRWAY DRIVE

PL090177

FRONT OF RESIDENCE
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BARMORE RESIDENCE

2941 SOUTH FAIRWAY DRIVE

PL090177

PROPOSED LOCATION OF AN 
ACCESSORY BUILDING
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