
 
Staff Summary Report    
 

Hearing Officer Hearing Date:  01/17/12       Agenda Item Number:   4   

  

 

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by A. T. & T. COMMUNICATIONS – P418 located at 

1834 East Baseline Road for one (1) use permit. 

   

DOCUMENT NAME:  20120117cdsl03     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   

COMMENTS:  Request by  A. T. & T. COMMUNICATIONS  – P418 (PL110342) (Taylor Candland/Bechtel 

Communications, applicant; Heywood Realty, property owner representative) located at 1834 

East Baseline Road in the R/O, Residential/Office District for: 

 

ZUP11125     Use permit to allow the replacement of an existing monopole with a new 65 ft. 

tall monopine. 

   

PREPARED BY:  Sherri Lesser, Senior Planner (480-350-8486) 

   

REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 

   

LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 

   

DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 

   

FISCAL NOTE:  There is no fiscal impact to City funds. 

   

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval , subject to conditions 

   

ADDITIONAL INFO:    

    

   AT&T Communications is proposing to replace the existing monopole (stealth design) with 

a 65 ft. tall monopine.  The existing monopole was originally approved at a height of sixty- 

five (65) feet.  In 2002, the original request met with neighborhood opposition primarily 

concerned with the visual intrusion of a 65 ft. tall monopole adjacent to a 25 ft. tall building. 

 To date, staff has received no public input regarding this request.    Staff is in support of 

this use permit request with the finding that it meets the Zoning and Development Code 

criteria for approval of a use permit 
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 

2. Comments;  Reasons for Approval 

3. Conditions of Approval; History & Facts 

4.  Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  1.        Location Map(s) 

2.        Aerial Photo(s) 

3-7.        Intent/Plans/Drawings 

8-15. Photo Simulation(s) (existing vs proposed) 
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COMMENTS:   

 

The applicant is seeking approval of a 65 ft. monopine to replace the existing stealth monopole.  The monopine will be installed at the 

same height of the stealth structure within the same vicinity on the site (adjacent to the north side of the building).  The proposal 

requires a relocation of an existing refuse enclosure.  The future location and layout of the refuse enclosure is not approved with this 

use permit.  A separate Development Plan approval for a site plan modification will be required prior to issuance of building permits for 

the monopine.    

 

 

Use Permit  

The Zoning and Development Code requires a Use Permit for a wireless telecommunication facility in the RO- Residential Office 

District. This Use Permit request meets the approval criteria as follows: Section 6-308 E 2. Approval Criteria for Use Permits 

 

a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic.  

 The addition of a wireless communications tower to the site, in the form of a pine tree, will not create any 

 additional on-site vehicular traffic other than that needed for periodic maintenance.  

 

b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or glare at a level exceeding that of 

ambient conditions.  

 The negative site impacts described herein will not occur for a wireless communications facility. The main impact for 

the telecommunications tower with its antennae array and associated ground-mount equipment for this proposal is 

visual. The equipment will be concealed in a walled yard to offset this impact. The tower and antennae will be 

concealed with artificial pine foliage to resemble a tall, columnar pine, similar to a Canary Island pine. Pine was 

selected rather than another tree or palm species due to the frequent examples of Pinus species in the vicinity 

 

c. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or to the downgrading of property values which is in conflict with the 

goals, objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment or conservation as set forth in the city’s adopted plans or 

General Plan.  

 A wireless telecommunications tower is a familiar element in a commercial district and as such is in its place in its 

neighborhood. The proximity of the telecommunications tower to an adjacent residential district suggests the 

concealment of the tower within a landscape element in order to preserve the order and character of the residential 

neighborhood. 

 

d. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures or uses.  

 This telecommunications tower does not in any way disrupt commercial/office uses to the west or east. The 

telecommunications tower is setback from the adjacent residential district by a distance equal to the height of the 

tower in order to lessen the visual impact of the tower. The tower itself and the antennae are concealed in artificial 

foliage to further mitigate its visual impact of the tower upon the residential district to the north. 

 

e. Adequate control of disruptive behavior both inside and outside the premises, which may create a nuisance to the 

surrounding area or general public.  

 A minimum 8.0 ft. tall wall and gate will enclose the equipment shelter and secure the communications equipment 

from unauthorized entrance. The use, a telecommunications facility, will not contribute to additional presence of the 

public on site and is not an attractant for disruptive behavior. 

 

Conclusion 

  

Staff recommends approval of the use permit. 
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REASON(S) FOR  

APPROVAL: 1.    No apparent nuisance results from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration or glare in relation to this 

  proposal. 

 2.  No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination fire or flood are 

  related to this proposal. 

 3.  Traffic generated by the proposal will be occasional and will not interfere with surrounding uses. 

 4.  The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent properties. 

 5.  Approval of the Use Permit will not be materially detrimental to persons residing or working in the 

  vicinity, to adjacent commercial or residential property, to the neighborhood or generally to the public 

  welfare. 
  

SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 

FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 

  

CONDITION(S) 

OF APPROVAL: 1.  Obtain all necessary permits and clearances from the Building Safety and Engineering Divisions prior 

to commencing construction. 

 2. This use permit is valid for A. T. & T. Communications and may be transferable to successors in 

interest through an administrative review with the Community Development Manager or designee. 

 3. The Use Permit for a wireless telecommunication facility including a mono-pine is granted based on the 

presentation exhibits included with this request. The mono-pine shall be no greater than 65.0 ft. in 

height, as measured from grade to top of artificial foliage above the top of the pole, as indicated in the 

submittal.  The approval includes the removal of the existing stealth monopole.  The existing tower to 

be removed prior to the installation of the new mono-pine.  

 4. The relocated refuse enclosure to receive separate Development Plan Approval for site plan 

modification prior to submittal for building permits of the mono-pine.   The civil and building permits 

associated with new enclosure may be included within the same Building Safety plan check process for 

the mono-pine.  

 5.  Any intensification or expansion of use beyond that presented, including additional height and/or 

antennae will require a new Use Permit. 

 6.  The new masonry equipment enclosure wall to match the existing enclosure. 

 7. Provide security illumination at the following locations: Conform to the Zoning and Development Code 

Part 4 Chapter 8 for provisions on light fixture design and method of demonstrating illumination level. 

Provide illumination from dusk to dawn using a sun-sensitive photo sensor. 

 8. Provide minimum 5.0 foot-candles at lock with minimum 2.0 foot-candles at 15.0 ft. radius all around 

lock at property vehicle access gate, at equipment enclosure yard gate pair and at equipment shelter 

door. Provide minimum 0.5 foot-candles within walled equipment enclosure yard. Provide minimum 0.5 

foot-candles for a minimum 10.0 ft. radius all around base of telecommunications  

 9. Remove the wireless telecommunication facility within thirty (30) days of discontinuance of use. 

 

HISTORY & FACTS:   

 

April 24, 2002.  The Board of Adjustment approved a request by Heywood Realty- Voicestream Wireless for use permit to a 

65’ tall wireless communication monopole and variance to reduce the side yard setback from 65’ to 49’ from 

the west property line; subject to conditions 

 

February 23, 2005. The Hearing Officer approved a use permit for the expansion of the existing monopole to allow the 

installation a fiberglass canister containing 4’ antennas at the 42’ height of the monopole; subject to 

conditions. 
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DESCRIPTION:  Owner –  Heywood Realty/Property Owner Representative 

 Applicant – Taylor Candland/Bechtel Communications 

  Existing Zoning – R/O, Residential/Office District 

  Proposed Tower Height – 65.0 ft. 

   

 

ZONING AND 

DEVELOPMENT 

CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 3-201-- Permitted Uses in Commercial and Mixed-Use Districts 

 Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunication Facilities 

 Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-308 – Use Permit 
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