
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:   December 15, 2009     Agenda Item Number:   3  
  

 

SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by A. T. & T. WIRELESS – X141-B (PL090200) located 
at 1019 East Broadway Road for one (1) use permit. 

   
DOCUMENT NAME:  20091215dsng02     PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 

   
COMMENTS:  Request by  ALLSTATE SELF STORAGE – A. T. & T. WIRELESS – X141-B (PL090200) 

(Melissa Parker/Bechtel Corporation, applicant; Levine Investments, property owner) located at 
1019 East Broadway Road in the PCC-1, Planned Commercial Center Neighborhood District 
for: 
 
ZUP09154    Use permit to allow a sixty foot (60’) monopole (monopalm). 

   
PREPARED BY:  Nick Graves, Planning Intern (480-350-8690) 

   
REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 

   
LEGAL REVIEW BY:  N/A 

   
DEPARTMENT REVIEW BY:  N/A 

   
FISCAL NOTE:  N/A 

   
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff – Approval, subject to conditions 

   
ADDITIONAL INFO:   The applicant is requesting a use permit to allow a sixty foot (60’) monopole (monopalm) to 

be located at 1019 East Broadway Road in the PCC-1, Planned Commercial Center 
Neighborhood District. The proposed monopalm will be located within the Allstate Storage 
Mini-Warehouse property on the east side toward the northern end. The site currently has 
one (1) existing monopalm west of the proposed monopalm site and several one-story 
buildings used for self storage. To date, staff has received no public input on this request. 
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 

2. Comments  
3. Reasons for Approval; Conditions of Approval; History & Facts/Description 
4.  Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map 
2. Aerial Photo 
3-4. Letter of Intent 
5. Title Sheet 
6. Overall Site Plan 
7. Detailed Site Plan 
8. Tower Elevations & Details 
9. Alternative Site Analysis 
10-11. Photo Simulations 
12. Applicant Photos – North & South 
13. Applicant Photos – East & West 
14. Staff Photograph 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The applicant is requesting a use permit to allow a sixty foot (60’) monopole (monopalm) to be located at 1019 East Broadway Road in 
the PCC-1, Planned Commercial Center Neighborhood District. The proposed monopalm will be located on the east side of the site 
towards the northern end. The site currently has one (1) existing fifty-five foot (55’) monopalm west of the proposed monopalm site and 
several one-story buildings used for self storage.  
 
The area around the Allstate Self Storage is populated by numerous palm trees that will add visual compatibility to the proposed 
monopalm. Since we have other palm trees in close proximity to the subject site, staff will not be conditioning a standard condition of 
adding two (2) palm trees to the site. The proposed monopalm will be located approximately 285 feet from the multi-family apartment 
complex to the east, about 264 feet from the closest single family residential home to the south. The properties to the north across 
Broadway Road and west of the proposed location of the monopalm are both commercial zoned properties.  
 
The applicant’s co-location survey indicates co-location is not feasible within the vicinity. The closest existing wireless site is located on 
this same property just west of the proposed site; which is an existing fifty-five foot (55’) Verizon monopalm, not suitable for co-location. 
The survey also indicates that other commercial properties, within a one-half (½) mile area, were unwilling to establish a lease with 
AT&T.  
 
To date, staff has received no public input on this request. 
 
Use Permit 
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for a wireless telecommunications antenna in all allowable zoning districts 
including the CSS, Commercial Shopping and Services District. This use permit request meets all applicable tests in the following 
manner:  
 

a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas;  
 

 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.  
 

b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that of 
ambient conditions;  

 
 As the proposal is for a wireless antenna; there should be no nuisances.  

 
c. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or the downgrading of property values which, is in conflict with goals, 

objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment, or conservation as set forth in the city’s adopted plans or General 
Plan.  

 
 We have no evidences that support a downgrading of property values. The monopalm is a stealth design and has not 

caused deterioration to neighborhoods.  
 

d. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses;  
 

 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding the uses.  
 

e. Adequate control of disruptive behavior both inside and outside the premises, which may create a nuisance to the 
surrounding area or general public.  

 
 A wireless communication tower would not attract disruptive behaviors.  
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Conclusion 
  
Staff recommends approval of the use permit, subject to the conditions of approval. 
 
 
REASONS FOR  
APPROVAL:  1. No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare.  

2. No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood.  
3. Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive.  
4. The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property.  
5. Approval of the use permit will not be materially detrimental to persons residing or working in the vicinity, 

to adjacent property, to the neighborhood or the public welfare in general.  
 
 

SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 

 
 
CONDITIONS 
OF APPROVAL:  1. Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division.  
 

2. The monopalm shall be no greater than 60’-0 (sixty feet) in height (to the top of the monopalm fronds) 
Antenna RAD Center at 53’-0” (fifty-three feet).  

 
3. The monopalm shall be designed to resemble the existing monopalm located on site.  

 
4. Any intensification or expansion of use, including co-location of additional antennas, will require a new use 

permit.  
 

5. The wireless device shall be removed within 30 days of discontinuance of use.  
 
  
HISTORY & FACTS:   
 
April 7, 1997   Final Certificate of Occupancy issued for a mini warehouse facility. 
 
December 19, 2006 PL060488 – The Hearing Officer approved the use permit request by Verizon Wireless to allow a 55’ 

wireless antenna (monopalm). 
 
June 10, 2009  SPR09031 – Preliminary site plan review for a wireless telecommunications facility – 65’ monopalm. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – Levine Investments 
 Applicant – Melissa Parker/Bechtel Corporation 
  Existing Zoning – PCC-1, Planned Commercial Center Neighborhood District 
 Total Site Area – 146,499 s.f. / 3.363 acres  

AT & T Lease Area – 300 s.f.  
  Proposed Height – 60’-0” top of fronds 
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ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE: Part 3, Chapter 2, Section 3-202 – Permitted Uses in Commercial and Mixed-Use Districts  

Part 3, Chapter 4, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunications Facilities  
 Part 6, Chapter 3, Section 6-308 – Use Permit. 
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NARRATIVE REPORT 

CASE # SPR09031 

REQUEST: Special Use Permit 

PROPOSAL: Wireless Communications Facility 

LOCATION: 1019 E. Broadway, Tempe AZ 85281 

SIZE: 60 foot monopalm tree with appurtenant radio equipment located inside storage facility 
building. 

APPLICANT: AT&T mobility, 20830 N. Tatum Blvd., Suite 400, Phoenix AZ 85050 

CONTACT PERSON: Shannon Morrelli, Phone: 602-368-0201, Email: smorrel1@bechtel.com 

PURPOSE OF REQUEST 

This application is intended to provide wireless services, as required by AT&T mobility's FCC license. 
This )8'site is designed to satisfy the demand for AT&T service in the area. AT&T strives to serve its 
subscribers while working with each jurisdiction to meet the local site design needs and requirements as 
well as provide collocation opportunities when practical to reduce unnecessary new verticality. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL 

AT&T mobility is proposing the installation and maintenance of a 60 foot monopalm tree and appurtenant 
equipment an existing storage facility located at 1019 E. Broadway Road in Tempe ('WCP'). The 
equipment will be located inside an existing storage unit at the north end of the facility. The monopalm will 
be placed adjacent to the unit at the opposite end of a building where Verizon Wireless currently operates 
a monopalm cell tower. The new WCF will be set back over 350 feet from Broadway and more than 260 
feet from the nearest residential to the south. 

CIRCULATION SYSTEM 

After initial construction the site will be serviced by a Singl\=~ance vehicle approximately one to 
two times per month. Ingress and egress would be from ~ road through the existing driveway 
at the site. The proposed site will be unmanned, so there are no regular hours of operation or impact to 
existing traffic patterns. There is adequate parking on site to accommodate the single vehicle. 

PUBLIC UTILITIES I EMMISSIONS 

The site is served by a single meter 200 amp services and does not generate any noxious noise, odors, 
vibrations, wastewater or solid waste. The site is unmanned with no loading or unloading of supplies and 
the only noise generated will be the operation of standard cooling units. 
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SITE IN RELATION TO NEIGHBORHOOD AND GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CITY 

Wireless telecommunication facilities have been found to be compatible in commercial corridors such as 
the proposed location of this project. The facility will provide enhanced business, personal and 
emergency communication services to ATT customers which is does not conflict with city goals or 
objectives. ATT has changed the location to the site from the originally proposed site to place it further 
from to the residential area and keep it away from the underground waterline path. 

RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDING PROPERTIESI COMPATABILITY 

The subject parcel is zoned PCC-1 and is bordered by Pcc-1 zones to the north, west and East with R1­
6 single family residential homes approximately 260 feet to the south of proposed project. The placement 
of the site on the property will keep it as far north on the property, toward the commercial corridor as 
possible on this lot. There is precedent for wireless service operation on this property as evidenced by 
the Verizon monopalm at the east end of the unit row being contemplated by ATT. 

SITE WILL NOT CREATE DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR 

As noted above, the site is unmanned and generates no noise or other emissions so will have little impact 
to the surrounding areas or general public. The proposed structure will be compatible in design style of 
the Verizon monopalm to further mitigate the introduction of this new element. 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS SUBMITTED WITH APPLICATION 

• Collocation and alternative site analysis with map 

• Photo simulation of site 

• Propagation Maps of proposed site 

• Coverage maps of existing ATT sites within City of Tempe 
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