
 

 

     
    

PUBLIC MEETING                      
Commission on Disability Concerns 

Thursday, November 3, 2011 
Tempe Library 2nd Floor Conference Room 

3500 S. Rural Rd 
   
MINUTES 

 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. by Chairman Mitchell. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:  Chair: Ed Mitchell, Adam Dregely, Irene Mochel, Nora Nunez, 
Martha Ashburn, Diane Moran, Jolene De Tiege, and Tom Ringhofer 
 
(MEMBERS) Absent:  Excused: Chelsea Chamberlain, Sarah Kader, Aaron Edgell 
                                 Unexcused: Richard Halverson  
  
Staff Present:  Karl Stephens, ADA Coordinator 
 
Public Appearances: None 
 
Visitors: Kelsey Beringer, Clark Hill, ASU - Chair Mitchell asked the guests to 
introduce themselves and welcomed them to the meeting. 
 
 
1. Consideration of Meeting Minutes: 10/06/11 Draft Commission Minutes 
 
Motion to amend the spelling of Commissioner Ringhofer’s name and Coordinator 
Stephens’ name: made by Commissioner Ringhofer; seconded by Commissioner 
Moran. 
 
Motion to add Commissioner Halverson to the members absent and unexcused: made 
by Commissioner Ashburn; seconded by Commissioner Mochel.  
 
Motion to accept minutes as amended made by Commissioner Moran and seconded by 
Commissioner Dregely.  Minutes approved by unanimous vote. 
 
2. Update and Status of proposed Amendment to TCC 19-93 et.al. 



 

 

 
The pending amendment of TCC 19-93 was explained for the guests by Commissioner 
Ashburn and Chair Mitchell.  Mr. Stephens has completed a memorandum and 
submitted it for Council review.  First reading will be November 17, 2011, second 
reading and vote is expected December 1, 2011.  Chair Mitchell urged all 
Commissioners to attend the Council meeting but noted the December meeting conflicts 
with the Commission Meeting as scheduled. 
 
3. Commissioners- Reports on Projects and Interests: 
 

a) Downtown Parking Update: Chair Mitchell reported the count of accessible 
spaces in the Downtown area continues with no estimated date of completion. 

 
b) Section 8 Housing for Tempe Citizens with Disabilities: Commissioner 

Halverson 
 
Chair Mitchell explained Apache Trails Apartments for the meeting guests, 
including the way the property is managed and the use of American Sign 
Language by the residents.  Mr. Stephens noted that people are moving from all 
over the U.S. to take advantage of the special accommodations for the deaf that 
were built-in to this facility.  Chair Mitchell stressed that only a portion of the 
apartments have been filled and government subsidies are still pending for some 
potential residents 

 
c) Social Media and Commission on Disabilities Concern Website: 

Commissioner Chamberlain 
 
Commissioners De Tiege and Dregely reported the project is on-going and work 
continues on the project. 

 
d) Mayor’s Awards Ceremony: Workgroup member Irene Mochel reports 

that Wednesday, April 25, 2012 has been chosen for the 2012 Awards 
ceremony.  The location is still under consideration due to monetary and catering 
constraints.  Corporate and individual contributions are being solicited.  The 
nomination forms are also being updated and all suggestions for amendments 
and changes have to be submitted to the workgroup by November 29, 2011.  The 
next meeting concerning the awards ceremony is scheduled for December 1, 
2011 immediately preceding the Commission Meeting. 

 
e) College Avenue Construction: Commissioner Halverson 

 Chairman Mitchell explained the lack of ADA compliance and the issues 
 of limited access by physically impaired residents and the requirement that 
visually impaired residents flag down the buses.  Mr. Stephens said that the 
Transit Division will not make any changes at this time but the Division has 



 

 

indicated it will respond to complaints made regarding specific hardships and 
requests for accommodations



 

 
 
 
 

 
f)  Universal Design and Visitability Code: Chair Mitchell  
 

 Chair Mitchell explained the program for the guests.  He further explained 
that Pima County and Tucson have adopted the program and there has been a 
significant increase in accessible housing in Tucson.  Chair Mitchell and Mr. Stephens 
met with Michael Williams, the Deputy Director of Development Services.  Mr. 
Williams was receptive to learning more about Universal design and Visitability to 
promoting voluntary accessibility standards in all new construction and renovations in 
the City.  One suggestion was that a handout be given to everyone asking for a 
construction permit with ideas on voluntary standards.  Chair Mitchell said there is a 
model home south of Warner that has an accessible suite attached to the model 
home.  

 
4. Future Presentations by Tempe Departments: Chair Mitchell said no future 
presentations are scheduled at this time due to the holiday season.  Commissioner 
Ringhofer recommended well-known local Architect Robert Lynch as a future speaker. 
 
5. Commissioners' Issues and Concerns for December: 
 
Commissioner Ashburn requested that Quorum and Open Meeting changes be added to 
the agenda next month.   
 
Chair Mitchell also requested that review the training he completed regarding serving on 
commissions for the City of Tempe be added to the agenda.  
 
The need for new members who are interested in serving and working with the Commission 
was discussed by Chair Mitchell. 
 
6. Staff Update: None 
 
7. Meeting Adjourned: 7:33 p.m. 

 
For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission meeting in person, 
please remember that you can "officially attend" by calling in to the conference call 
function.  To do so, please call 480-350-8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 
digit conference call access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick 
beeps and hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point you 
should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from the Board room 
audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 p.m. each meeting night.  If for 
some reason you are unsuccessful in getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 
602-524-2124.  

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe 
endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable 
accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)     


