
 

 
 
 
 

 
       

    
PUBLIC MEETING                      

Commission on Disability Concerns 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Tempe Library 2nd Floor Conference Room 
809 E. Southern Avenue 

   
MINUTES 

 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:28 PM by Chairman Mitchell. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:  Chair: Ed Mitchell, Adam Dregely, Irene Mochel, Sarah Kader, 
Chelsea Chamberlain, Nora Nunez, Martha Ashburn, Diane Moran, Jolene De Tiege, 
and Tom Ringhofer 
 
(MEMBERS) ABSENT:  Aaron Edgell, Rich Halverson  
 
(MEMBERS)  Excused Absence (Notification):  
 
Staff Present:  Karl Stephens, ADA Coordinator 
 
Public Appearances: NONE 
 
1.  Consideration of Meeting Minutes: 09/01/11 Draft Commission Minutes. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Nunez to approve the Meeting Minutes for September 1, 
2011, seconded by Commissioner Moran and approved unanimously.     
 
2. Presentation by Carla Kahn on the City of Tempe’s Plan for the Mill Avenue Street 
Car Project  
 
Ben Limmer presented on the history of the light rail and its current route and use.  He said 
that Metro had an accessibility advisory committee to help with design and construction of 
light rail and compliance with or exceed ADA guidelines.   
 
There was a brief discussion of “truncated domes” at light rail stops regarding the conflicting 
interests of the blind for safety and difficulty for people in wheelchairs getting over them. 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Tempe Street Car – will run 2.6 miles through downtown Tempe. There was a discussion of 
bike lane hazards for people with visual impairment – METRO is aware of this issue.  Metro 
also changed the initial stop proposal from Alameda to Broadmor and Del Rio to 
accommodate individuals with disabilities living at facility near Broadmor. There will be13 
stop locations.  Metro currently has a little over half of the funding, and they are now 
pursuing federal funds. 
 
They hope to work with our Commission to ensure accessibility. 
 
3. Update and Status of Proposed Amendment to TCC 19-93:  
 
Karl reported that the police department hadn’t been part of the process and they 
have concerns and want an opportunity to look it over.  Rosa is handling this. 
Chairman Mitchell says it shouldn’t bother the police department, but was a step we 
should have taken.   
 
Motion to continue approval until November 3, 2011 by Commissioner Ashburn.  
Commissioner Nunez seconds.  Commissioner Ringhoffer opposes.  Motion passes.  
 
4. Commissioners’ Reports on Projects and Interest:    

  
    a)    Downtown Parking Update:  Chairman Mitchell.  A City of Tempe Intern is going to 
count downtown accessible parking spaces to have a baseline count.   
 
Commissioner Ashburn reported that there is no information about accessible parking for 
Oktoberfest 
 
Chairman Mitchell - Joint meeting with Special Events about parking in the downtown area 
occurred and was very positive Karl Stephens and Ed Mitchell participate and look forward 
to working together in the future.   
 
     b)     Section 8 Housing for Tempe Citizens with Disabilities: Rich Halverson 
Commissioner Halverson was not in attendance.  Work is ongoing. Deaf campus with 
56 units having conflicts with the city regarding vouchers. HUD is funding new 
developments for people with disabilities. 

 
    c)    Social Media and Commission on Disabilities Concern Website: Jolene de 
Tiege, and Chelsea Chamberlain. 
 
Commissioner Chamberlain received the online calendar from Dee yesterday and 
will send it to Chairman Mitchell and Karl for review and then to the group for 
suggestions, then to the City for posting. 

  
    d)   Support for Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns Awards   
Ceremony: Irene Mochel.  At this time, no further action has been taken.  



 

 
 
 
 

    e)    College Avenue Construction:  Rich Halverson 
 
                         No update at this time. 
 
    f)     Universal Design for homes and Apartments within the Tempe City       
            Limits: Ed Mitchell. Scheduled meeting was canceled, will reschedule. 
 
 
    g)    Discussion & Vote on acceptance of “Draft” Special Events Handbook  
                   Chapter 10 – Karl Stephens 
Left 5% for family friendly accessible and 36 inch measurement.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Ringhofer to approve as written, Commissioner De Tiege seconds.  
Approved unanimously.   
 
5. Future Presentations by Tempe Departments 
 
 
6. Commissioners' Issues and Concerns for November: 
 
Commissioner Kader will not be in attendance at the November meeting.   
 
7. Meeting Adjourned 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For those of you who may not be able to attend the next Commission 
meeting in person, please remember that you can "officially attend" by 
calling in to the conference call function.  To do so, please call 480-350-
8988.  You will be prompted to enter your 6 digit conference call 
access code; please enter 008988.  You will hear two quick beeps and 
hear the message welcoming you to the conference call.  At this point 
you should be able to speak into the phone and get a live response from 
the Board room audience.  I try to get this conference call set-up by 6:20 
p.m. each meeting night.  If for some reason you are unsuccessful in 
getting connected, please call Ed Mitchell at 602-524-2124.  

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed on the agenda.  The City of Tempe 
endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable 
accommodations with a minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY)     


