
 

 

PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA            
  

Commission on Disability Concerns 
Thursday, May 6, 2010 at 7:15 p.m. 

Tempe Library, 2nd Floor Board Room 
3500 S. Rural Rd.  

  
Minutes 

 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Chair Robert Kizere, Co Vice-Chair Aaron Edgell, Nora Nuñez, Cyndi Newburn, Frank Emery, 
Ed Mitchell, Kristoffer Kiefer, Armando Faustini Jr., Martha Ashburn, Tom Ringhofer,  
Chelsea Chamberlain,   
 
(MEMBERS) Excused Absence (notification): Co Vice-Chair José De la Torre, Jacque Olsen, 
Liz Perez,  
     
(MEMBERS) Unexcused Absence (no notification): 
 
Staff Present: 
Karl Stephens, ADA Compliance Specialist 
 
Meeting officially called to order by Chair Robert Kizere at 7:22 p.m. 
 
Guests: Fredi Lajvardi, Marti Baio, Darrell Shandrow 
 
Public Appearances: 
None 
 

 Public Appearances:  The Commission on Disability Concerns welcomes public comment at 
this time only for items listed on this agenda. There is a three-minute time limit per citizen.   

 
1. The Commission on Disability Concerns proposes to ratify prior actions and information from 

March 4, 2010, per the Arizona Open Meeting Law, §38-431.02 Notice of Meetings.  
Moved to ratify, Cyndi Newburn; second, Kris Kiefer; unanimous vote 

 
2. Consideration of Meeting Minutes: 03/04/10 draft Commission minutes; 02/07/10 draft Awards 

Committee minutes; 01/07/10 and 03/04/10 draft Awareness Comm. minutes; 01/07/10 and 
02/04/10 draft Partnership Comm. minutes; 01/07/10 draft Special Projects Comm. Minutes 
Moved to approve 03/04/10 draft Commission Minutes, Cyndi Newburn; second Martha 
Ashburn; unanimous vote.  Moved to approve all remaining minutes, Kris Kiefer, second, Nora 
Nuñez; unanimous vote. 

 
3. Alternative Speech Communication Program: Presenters Faridodin "Fredi" Lajvardi and  

Marti Baio, speech pathologist.  Mr. Lajvardi started with information regarding his non-verbal 
son and the need for better communication tools than the current, very expensive ‘talking 
boxes’ that are really very limited by cost, availability, difficulty to learn and use.  With the 
assistance of Dr. Karen Suhm and Staci Neustadt, Alexicom Tech was formed as the world’s 



 

 

first internet-based Augmentative and Alternative Communication System.  This low cost, 
easily managed system brings the ability to express one’s wants, needs, preferences, 
opinions and the ability to interact socially to everyone able to access an internet 
communication device.  Over two million people in this country could benefit from this 
technology. 

  
4. Discussion of ADA and Tempe Special Events: Review of special events checklist for 

ADA concerns.  Each Commissioner received a copy of the draft documents from Kristoffer 
Kiefer and Karl Stephens each aimed at upgrading the accessibility standards for each 
special event held throughout the year in the City of Tempe.  Commissioners were asked to 
examine each document and be ready in June to discuss the type of accessibility standards 
that will be proposed to the Tempe Special events taskforce.  Many of these proposed 
standards are more stringent than the current ADA standards regarding many accessibility 
features. 

 
5. Discussion of Commission Sub-committee makeup and acceptance of meeting minutes:   

a. Commission on Disability Concerns adopts procedure that sub-committee 
minutes be accepted as written and posted directly, without coming to full 
Commission.  Alternative – continue to vote monthly to adopt previous 
month(s) unapproved sub-committee minutes before posting.  A great deal of 
discussion about the need for this type of change was discussed with many 
feeling that the change was not needed and the concern that the smaller 
group may try to make changes that should rightly be made by the full 
Commission simply for the ease of passing a vote.  The reason for this 
discussion was the feeling that often draft minutes from the Commission and 
some Sub-Committees are not acted upon for months because of a lack of 
quorum.  Motion to pass was made and seconded but no further action taken. 

 
b. Commission on Disability Concerns adopts procedure that Awards sub-

committee designation change to a ‘staff work group’ designation, allowing 
non-commission members to perform the work under the ‘guidance’ of the 
Commission.  This would allow for not having to have a Commissioner at each 
meeting and allow the work to continue.  This proposal was raised because of 
the continuing lack of Commission participation throughout the year.  These 
meetings have traditionally been held on the 3rd Wednesdays of each month 
from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. at the Tempe Community Council office.  By changing 
the designation of this sub-committee to a staff work group, the business of 
the group could continue without the necessity of having a Commissioner 
present at each meeting.  The workgroup is still responsible for reporting all 
actions to the full Commission.  Moved by Cyndi Newburn to change the 
designation of the Mayor’s Awards sub-committee to a staff workgroup with 
the name of Mayor’s Awards staff workgroup, meeting monthly, as needed 
throughout the year; second by Nora Nuñez, unanimous vote. 

 
6. Committees Reports:  Awareness, Partnership, Special Projects - Partnership sub-Committee 

reported that they are working with the Disability Law Section of the Az Bar Assn. for CLE 
available for upcoming training re: Service Animals.  All participants are invited from the 
community.  Committee is also drafting handbook for air travelers to train them on their rights 
already granted in FAA regulations regarding their treatment by airlines.  Partnership sub-
Committee continues to work on a variety of community partnership opportunities.  No other 
reports given. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

7. Nominations for 2010/11 Commission Officers:  Officers nominated for the next year:  
Commission Chair:  Martha Ashburn & Ed Mitchell; nominations for (2) Vice Co-Chairs; 
Chelsea Chamberlain and Frank Emery.  Voting for these officer positions will occur in the 
next meeting, June 3, 2010.  Officers will take office during the July 1, 2010 meeting. 

 
8. Tempe Transit Center/Update on Potential Transit Fund cutbacks: Staff  No updated 

information was sent to staff by the Transit Administrator prior to this meeting. 
 

9. Update on various architectural compliance concerns:  Frank Emery  Mr. Emery expressed 
concerns that the Northshore Condominium Building is not accessible.  This is an issue raised 
in the past.  New, recent action is that Mike Williams, Dep. Director of Tempe Development 
Services has been in contact with the Building Management, notified them of public concern 
regarding inadequate signage at the building elevator(s) related to accessibility.  Mr. Williams 
indicates management is willing to change signage to better comply with ADA Standards. 

 
10. COT Building/Renovation projects - Renovation of City Hall, Public Library, & Fire Support 

Services Building 
 

11. Diversity/ADA Office Updates:  Staff -Reminder: City of Tempe ID cards. 
 

12. Topics for Future Meetings:  Dave Cutty, TCH presentation, additional topics for future 
meetings:  Proposed presentation for June 3, 2010 – Martha Ashburn      

 
Adjournment:   

 

 
  

 

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Commission may only discuss matters listed 
on the agenda.  The City of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons 
with disabilities.  Persons with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations with a 
minimum of 5 business days advance notice by calling 480-350-2704 (voice) or 480-350-2750 (TTY) 


